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Rec and Park denies ‘Summer of Love’ concert permit,
again

By Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez
Jun 2, 2017

Fantasy Fair, Mill Valley, 1967. (Courtesy Elaine Mayes)
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Love has been lost — again — over the proposed “Summer of Love” concert in Golden Gate Park.
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Boots Hughston, the only known person to be seeking a permit for the concert to celebrate the
50th anniversary of San Francisco’s cultural touchstone, has been denied a permit yet again by

the San Francisco Recreation and Park Department.

And with no official concert yet announced, that may mean no concert will materialize to

celebrate the 1967 Summer of Love.

Hughston explored a permit earlier this year, only to see it denied by Rec and Park. In May, Rec
and Park gave Hughston another possible concert date and allowed him to explore a permit

again.

SEE RELATED: Summer of Love concert plans get second wind in Golden Gate Park

There are no other available dates this year, making the denial likely final.

“Our denial stands,” wrote Dana Ketcham, Rec and Park’s director of property management, to

Hughston in an email Friday.

At the end of May, Rec and Park gave Hughston and a group affiliated with him, the Council of
Light, a possible Aug. 27 date for the concert, if a permit was approved. “The first critical step is
to identify an event coordinator with recent experience on large event organization in GGP,”

Ketcham wrote to Hughston.

Hughston shortly thereafter submitted a requested site map and concert information.

The Council of Light also presented a new liaison, MonaLisa Wallace, to work with Rec and Park

on permitting, after months of stalled talks between the department and Hughston.

“Her job is to implement requirements and directives established by the department to bring
about a smooth interaction with the department and the event,” Boots wrote in an email to Rec
and Park. “She is intelligent, and highly respected who is part of the Council. She also has

background in community development and music production.”

The site plan Hughston presented described a free event, with “no fencing needed” except for
protecting planted areas and staging. He also announced the employment of Jeff Gutierrez for

“event services,” as well as an environmental engineer and a promise to soon deliver an


http://www.sfexaminer.com/summer-love-concert-plans-get-second-wind-golden-gate-park/
http://www.sfexaminer.com/summer-love-concert-plans-get-second-wind-golden-gate-park/

emergency medical services plan.
The site map Hughston submitted came under fire, however.

“We need a complete application - your last permit application had a hand drawn map which as

we told you was inadequate,” Ketcham wrote in an email to Hughston, which was obtained by the

San Francisco Examiner.

The map has an oval drawn with two areas marked “fense,” one area marked “stage,” with an

estimate that it is 40 feet long, and in the center of the map an area marked “Sharon Meadows

audience.”
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Left: Boots Hughston’s site map for Summer of Love, which the San Francisco Recreation and Parks Department
requires, but called “inadequate.” Right: a site map for the 4/20 event at Sharon Meadows this year, which was
produced by the vendor for the event, not Rec and Park. (Courtesy Boots Hughston/Rec and Park)

By contrast, a site map for the 4/20 event, also held at Sharon Meadows, offered a detailed

satellite view of the park with denoted areas for a multitude of event uses, from bathrooms to

food.



Ketcham also took issue with recent news coverage of the Summer of Love, and with a posting on

the Summer of Love website about the Aug. 27 date for the concert.

“The Department and Commission are very concerned that you announced a concert date to the
press and began advertising an event this weekend without having a permit,” Ketcham wrote. “As

you know, all that we have done is identify a possible date.”
Hughston sent an email to rebut the denial of the permit.

“The mistaken website post made by the volunteer was pulled down immediately,” he wrote.
“The site plan you received is extensive and probably much farther along than a typical first

week’s draft proposal.”

In his email, Hughston expressed a desire to move forward.

“Dana, I expect to receive instructions on how we can reapply for a Summer of Love permit or the

exact foundation from which you are permanently banning our applications,” he wrote.



